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Education
Princeton University, Department of Politics
PhD 





2018
  


Dissertation: Dialogue and Domination: A Theory of Judicial Review
Subfields: Public Law, Political Theory, and Comparative Politics
Committee: Jan-Werner Müller, Keith Whittington, Philip Pettit 
MA





2014
McGill University, Department of Political Science

MA





2011 
 

University of Alberta, Department of Political Science
BA (First Class Honours)


2009             
Edited books





Constitutional Dialogue: Rights, Democracy, Institutions (Cambridge University Press, 

2019) (with Grégoire Webber and Rosalind Dixon), xi, 471pp.

Peer-Reviewed articles
“The Politics of Territorial Resistance to Federal Authority: A Reply” (2026) (with Jesse Hartery) Publius (Published online), 1-14 
“Parliamentary Constraints on Constitutional Review in the Supreme Court of Canada” (2026) 59:3 (with Brendan Dell and P.J. Gardner) Canadian Journal of Political Science 712-735
“Notwithstanding Centralism: The Resurgence of the Notwithstanding Clause and the Conservative Provincial Rights Movement” (2025) 58:3 (with Dave Snow) Canadian Journal of Political Science 516-537 (winner of the CPSA 2026 John McMenemy Prize for the best article published in CJPS)
“Hamilton’s fear: Republican judicial review and the separation of complicit powers” (2025) 25:3 European Journal of Political Theory 344-366
“Frontiers of Nullification and Anti-Commandeering: Canadian Federalism and Extrajudicial Constitutional Interpretation” (with Jesse Hartery) (2024) 54:4 Publius: The Journal of Federalism 628-655  
“Legislated Rights as Trumps: Why the Notwithstanding Clause Overrides Judicial Review (2023) 61:1 Osgoode Hall Law Journal 63-97
“Between Populism and Juristocracy: The Republicanism of Rainer Knopff” (2021) 53:3 Canadian Journal of Political Science 1–21
“Justice(s) Out of Office: Principles for Former Judges” (with M. Mancini) (2021) Queen’s Law Journal 243-280
“Dialogue and Distrust: John Hart Ely and the Canadian Charter” (2021) 19(2) International Journal of Constitutional Law 569-585
“Proportionality’s Reductio ad Monitum” (2018) 23:2 Review of Constitutional Studies 341–368

“Waldron’s Challenge: On the Political Relevance of Moral Realism” (2018) 4 Politics and Poetics 1–23
Book chapters

“Equally Sovereign: Alberta and the New Provincial Rights Movement” (with Jesse Hartery) in David Guénette, Catherine Mathieu, and Félix Mathieu (eds) From Multilateral Failures to Unilateral Successes? New Trends in Formal Constitutional Amendments (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2026)
“Section 33: The Notwithstanding Clause” (with Dwight Newman) in Richard Moon, Howard Kislowicz, and Aha Kashual (eds) The Canadian Constitutional Law Open Access Textbook (CanLII, 2025)
“Notwithstanding judicial benediction” in F.L. Morton and D. Snow (eds) Law, Politics and the Judicial Process in Canada (University of Calgary Press, 2024). 
“Notwithstanding Judicial Review: Legal and Political Reasons Why the Courts Should Not Review Laws Invoking Section 33” in Peter Biro and Nathalie De Rosiers (eds) The Notwithstanding Clause at 40 (McGill-Queen’s, 2024).
“Introduction: The ‘What’ and ‘Why’ of Constitutional Dialogue,” in Geoffrey Sigalet, Grégoire Webber, Rosalind Dixon (eds.) Constitutional Dialogue: Rights, Democracy, Institutions (Cambridge University Press, 2019), 1–31

“On Dialogue and Domination” in Geoffrey Sigalet, Grégoire Webber, Rosalind Dixon (eds.) Constitutional Dialogue: Rights, Democracy, Institutions (Cambridge University Press, 2019), 85–125

Non-Peer Reviewed Articles
“The Regime Politics of Responsive Judicial Review” (2025) 34:1 Review of Constitutional Studies 33-41 (non-peer reviewed book symposium)

“The Truck and the Brakes: Understanding the Charter’s Limitations and Notwithstanding Clauses Symmetrically” (2022) 105 Supreme Court Law Review (2nd Edition) 194-227
“American Rights Jurisprudence Through Canadian Eyes” (2021) 23 University of Pennsylvania Journal of Constitutional Law 125–192
“Rights Against the Rule of Law?” (2021) 101 Supreme Court Law Review 315–323

“‘Man of Thought’: Review of Robert Howse Leo Strauss: Man of Peace” (2016) 42:2 Interpretation 325–337
Works in Progress
Dialogue and Domination: A Republican Theory of Judicial and Legislative Review (book manuscript)
Notwithstanding Courts: Legislative Power and the Charter (book manuscript)
“On Dialogue and Dominion: A Republican Account of the Canadian Charter”
“Purposively Interpreting Not Infringing Rights”

“On Rights against Domination”
“Progressive Federalism is not a Paradox”

Other Publications
“What about the other questions on Alberta’s constitutional ballot?” The Hub (October 18, 2026)

“The Charter Revolution and the Court Party, 25 years on” (with Peter Copeland) Macdonald Laurier Institute: Inside Policy (October 8, 2026)
“Lines, power, and trust: Inside Alberta’s electoral boundaries fight” Macdonald Laurier: Inside Policy (May 4, 2026) 

“The Perils of Speaking Out of Turn” Constitutional Theory Monitor (April 28, 2026)
“Canada’s Crises” University of Texas at Austin Civitas Institute (March 9, 2026)

“Renovating Oakes -Section 1 Justifies Limits on Charter Rights -Not Infringements” (with Gerard Kennedy) Macdonald Laurier Institute Research Paper (February 18, 2026)
“Risking Public Backlash: Canadian universities and demographic-based faculty hiring” (with Brad Epperly) Macdonald Laurier Institute Research Paper (December 3, 2025) 

Is Alberta justified in using the notwithstanding clause to legislate teachers back to work? The Hub (October 29 2025)

“Could American courts save Canada from Trump’s tariffs?” The Hub (August 12, 2025)
“A misinformation bubble in action —Egale Canada v. Alberta” Macdonald Laurier Institute: Inside Policy (August 6, 2025)
“Canada’s universities are failing to provide civic education: Here’s how Alberta can correct course” (with John von Heyking) The Hub (June 30, 2025)
“Alberta’s Children’s Charter” Macdonald Laurier Institute Commentary (March 27, 2025)

“The critics were wrong about Danielle Smith’s Alberta Sovereignty Act” The Hub (with Jesse Hartery) (February 20, 2025) 

“Trudeau’s Failure and Canada’s Renewal” University of Texas at Austin Civitas Institute (January 30, 2025)

“Bomb at a Funeral” Online Journal of Law and Liberty (September 9, 2024) 
“The Children’s Charter: Alberta’s Trans Policies and Legislated Rights for Children” (with Stéphane Serafin) Macdonald-Laurier Research Paper 1-45 
“The uses and abuses of out-of-office justice(s): The SNC Lavalin and Johnston scandals” MacDonald-Laurier Institute Commentary (June 22, 2023)
“The Transparently Opaque Chief Justice Wagner” The Hub (June 16, 2023)

“The Spirituality of Fly Fishing” Online Journal of Law and Liberty (June 9, 2023)
“Alberta’s Sovereignty Act is constitutional but needs nuance” National Post (December 7, 2022) 
“Notwithstanding judicial benediction: Why we need to dispel the myths around section 33 of the Charter” MacDonald-Laurier Institute Commentary (December 5, 2022) 
“The Alberta Sovereignty Act appears to be constitutional” (with Jesse Hartery) The Hub (December 1, 2022)  

“Judicialization Comes for the Commonwealth” Online Journal of Law and Liberty (August 29, 2022)
“With the Emergencies Act invoked, we wait to see the sledgehammer hit the peanut” The Hub (February 27, 2022)
“The Psyche of the Mountains” Online Journal of Law and Liberty (December 17, 2021)
“No Housing Plan is Effective Without the Provinces” The Hub (October 4, 2021)
“Who settles Rights? Essential Clause in a Democracy” (with Ben Woodfinden) National Post (June 15, 2021)
“What constitutes the legitimate use of the notwithstanding clause?” (with M. Mancini) Policy Options (January 20, 2020)
“Making the democratic case against Bill 21” (with J. Baron) Policy Options (April 11, 2019)
“Saskatchewan’s Brad Wall and the rehabilitation of the Charter” (with J. Baron) Policy Options (May 19, 2017)
“The ‘Charter Party’s’ new dance with the judiciary” (with J. Baron) Policy Options (September 8, 2016)

“Light the Fire” National Post (20 March 2015) 1:9

“Political Theology in a New Key” VoegelinView (April 2014) (www.voegelinview.com)
Teaching

University of British Columbia 
POLI 203 Introduction to Law and Politics

POLI: 431 The Canadian Constitution: Rights and Liberties

POLI: 430 The Canadian Constitution: Powers and Structures

POLI 356 History of Political Thought II

POLI 402 Law and Politics of the Canadian Constitution


POLI 331 (previously 303): Federalism in Canada

McGill University 

POLI 365 Democratic Theory

POLI 432 Comparative Bills of Rights
Queen’s University 

LAW 529 Advanced Constitutional Law

LAW 262 Jurisprudence
Stanford Law School


LAW 2406 Conflict of Laws
Invited Talks

« L’autonomisme et le souverainisme en Alberta » Institut de recherche sur le Québec: L’Amérique pleure: le Québec à l’épreuve des turbulences entre les États-Unis, le Canada et le monde, Novembre 1, 2025
“Notwithstanding Judicial Review” University of Calgary Faculty of Law Runnymede Society October 28, 2025
“Notwithstanding Judicial Review” McGill Faculty of Law Runnymede Society/McGill Research Group for Constitutional Studies October 3, 2025

«Proportionality, Personalism, and the Common Good/ La proportionnalité, le personnalisme et le bien commun» Université Laval: Bien commun et fédéralisme chez Charles De Koninck Octobre 1, 2025
 “The Alberta Sovereignty Act: Its Origins, Development, and Future” University of Alberta Runnymede Society (with Jesse Hartery), November 13, 2024
“Interpreting not Infringing Charter Rights” Thompson Rivers Faculty of Law, March 7 2024

“Notwithstanding Responsive Judicial Review” UOttawa Public Law Centre and University of Alberta sponsored workshop on Rosalind Dixon’s new book Responsive Judicial Review (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024), March 1, 2024
“The Future of Charter Equality” UBC Allard Runnymede Society Panel (with Hoi Kong), March 31, 2023
“Is Alberta’s Sovereignty Act Constitutional?” UBCO Runnymede Society Fireside Chat (with Jesse Hartery), January 19, 2023

“The Sledgehammer and the Peanut: Was Justin Trudeau Right to Invoke the Emergencies Act?” University of Alberta Faculty of Law, March 3, 2022

“Is Justice the Same as Social Justice?” Thompson Rivers Faculty of Law, February 10, 2022.
“On Comity and Contestation: Justifying the Republican Separation of Powers,” Institute for Liberal Studies, October 2, 2020
“American Rights Jurisprudence Through Canadian Eyes,” Penn State Law School, September 18, 2020
“Proportionality in Individual Rights Cases: A View from Canada,” Stanford Law School, April 2, 2020
“Republicanism and the Separation of Powers,” Concordia University, Department of Political Science, March 11, 2020
“Republican Judicial Review and the Separation of Powers,” University of Ottawa, Ottawa Political Thought Research Network, October 24, 2019
“Dialogue and Commonwealth Bills of Rights,” Queen’s University Faculty of Law, November 26, 2018
“To Use, or Not to Use? A Debate on the Notwithstanding Clause,” McGill Faculty of Law, November 21, 2018
« La clause de dérogation et la Chartes Canadienne des Droits et Libertés, » Université de Montréal, Faculté de droit, Novembre 13, 2018
“Invoking Section 33: Democracy or Disaster?” University of Saskatchewan College of Law, March 27, 2018
“Two Cheers for Republican Dialogue,” University of Calgary Department of Political Science, January 11, 2017
“The Right to Assisted Suicide, C-14, and Charter Dialogue,” University of Calgary Law School, October 25, 2016
“How Republican Is ‘Dialogue Theory’?” University of Alberta Faculty of Law, August 15, 2016
Workshop participation 
“Constitutional Rights in a Democracy” Oxford University, Worcester College Workshop on Prof. Stephanie Barclay’s book manuscript, October 21, 2026
“Interpreting not Infringing Charter Rights” Stanford Law School Constitutional Law Center Works-in-Progress Workshop, January 24-25, 2025
“Judicial Review and Rights Against Domination” Stanford Constitutional Law Center Works in Progress” Stanford Law School, January 27-28, 2023

“The Case Against the Judicial Review of the Notwithstanding Clause” The Notwithstanding Clause at 40, University of Toronto (Massey College), April 11-12, 2022
“Dialogue and Distrust: J.H. Ely and the Canadian Charter,” Globalizing Democracy and Distrust: Ely in the World, University of New South Wales Law School, December 16–17 2019

Center for the Study of Liberal Democracy Book Manuscript Workshop, Dialogue and Domination: A Theory of Judicial Review, University of Wisconsin, April 28, 2018
“Waldron’s Challenge: On the Political Relevance of Moral Realism,” Ethics and the Conflicts of Modernity: Debating MacIntyre and his Rivals, University of Oxford, June 30,  2017
“Between Populism and Juristocracy: Republicanism and Rainer Knopff,” Workshop Honouring Rainer Knopff, University of Calgary May 30th 2016

“A Socratic Constitution? Dialogical Judicial Review and Constitutionalism” presentation under the auspices of the Princeton-Humboldt Initiative for the Study of Law in Context, Humboldt-Universität June 30th 2015

“Prisoner Disenfranchisement and the Fugitive Demos,” Protecting Liberal Democracy: Normative and Empirical Perspectives Humboldt-Universität June 29th 2014
Academic Service
Member, UBC President’s Advisory Committee on Student Discipline

Member, Political Theory Faculty Search Committee, 2023

Member, Law Committee, UBC, 2021–

Member, Canadian Politics/Policy Faculty Search Committee, 2022

Journal Referee: Canadian Journal of Political Philosophy, Canadian Journal of Law and Society, Publius: The Journal of Federalism, British Journal of Political Science, Ottawa Law Review, McGill Law Journal, University of British Columbia Law Review, Alberta Law Review, Review of Constitutional Studies, Law and Social Inquiry, American Journal of Jurisprudence, Political Science Reviewer, International Journal of Constitutional Law, The Journal of Politics, Canadian Journal of Political Science, Interpretation: A Journal of Political Philosophy

Grant Referee: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
Co-organizer, “UBC Constitutional Workshop” an annual scholarly workshop on constitutional law and political science (Sept. 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026).

Co-organizer, “The Nature of Rights Revisited” Conference, Stanford Law School, June 2018

Co-organizer, “Constitutional Dialogue: What’s in the Metaphor?” Workshop, Queen’s University, April 2016

Languages
Ancient Greek (basic), French (intermediate), Latin (basic)  
Awards and Grants
John Templeton Foundation Grant for “Benchmarking Human Rights Agencies” (Project leads Nicholas Aroney and Joel Harrison: Canadian part of the project coauthored with Dave Snow) (2026)
Canadian Political Science Association, John McMenemy Prize (2026)

UBC Outstanding Instructor Award (2026)
SSHRC Insite Development Grant “How Parliament Constrains the Supreme Court: The Limits of Judicial Independence in Canada” (with Paul Gardner): 44,330$ (2024) 

UBC Hampton Fund Research Grant: $9,904 (2022)
UBC Curriculum and Teaching Innovation Grant: $20,200 (2022)

Queen’s Office of the Vice Principal of Research Grant (2018)
Princeton International Institute for Regional Studies Research Grant for Study Abroad (2012)
William S. Carpenter Fellowship in Political Science (2011)
Joseph-Armand-Bombardier Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council MA scholarship (2009)
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Princeton University
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The Hon. Michael McConnell
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Stanford Law School
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Princeton University
